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I
n these tough economic times, one question artists and creative people of all sorts are asking is whether investing 
education in their artistic talent is a safe enough bet. At first glance, it might seem obvious that a steady job or a 
business diploma would be more practical than fine arts. Durham College’s Dean of Media, Art and Design, Greg 
Murphy, gave a thoughtful answer to this question, which, no doubt, he has been asked many times; 

“People go to college to learn about themselves and only part of that involves their career path,” he says, “that being 
said, there are many areas of creative endeavour that have very good employment prospects, and fine arts offers a solid 
foundation, improving the student’s likelihood of success. Education in any discipline will help a student to think critically, 
articulate their ideas in several media, and give them the confidence to lead when required to do so. It will help a 
student become a high functioning member of a team, when that is required of them. These are the skills common to all 
contemporary employment and the fine arts teach them well.”

Durham College’s School of Media Art and Design (MAD) dismantles the myth of the starving artist in favour of a 
vision of artistic careers that are realistic, practical and community-based. “Plus,” he says, “animation, gaming, web 
development, advertising, graphic design and many other art-based careers are both lucrative and have high demand.” 
MAD programs take a real-life approach by mixing creativity and business, bringing the arts into the 21st Century. 
Students leave the School of Media Art and Design with both technical and life skills.

 Murphy holds a Master’s in Fine Arts (MFA) from the University of Calgary and his own work sits in galleries and private 
collections, and so he knows first hand how to take arts talent and training and spin it into a living. He wants not only 
to share what he knows about art, but a bigger vision of how students can use their skills to make a contribution to their 
communities.

“In general, MAD students receive a strong foundation in communications, creative theory and practice, as they 
prepare for careers as artists, designers and media specialists. Students use industry standard hardware and software to 
capture and manipulate images and develop technical and entrepreneurial skills required for a variety of careers, as they 
learn how to communicate effectively and meet client needs.”

As the School of Media Art and Design is focussed on allowing students to turn their creative skills into a living, students 
are mentored in the creation of realistic business plans: business-financing, risk and return in the creative industry, finding 
international opportunities, and professional ethics. 

“You have to really be courageous about your instincts 
and your ideas. Otherwise you’ll just knuckle under, and 
things that might have been memorable will be lost.” 

- Francis Ford Coppola 

by Stephanie Regan
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In most MAD programs, students learn how 
to register and operate a small business. This 
includes bookkeeping, business protocols, 
pricing, estimating and invoicing of assignments 
and how to protect their copyright. Students also 
learn how to design presentation portfolios and 
animation reels for different markets. Fine Arts 
students can start networking and get involved 
right away with local cultural organizations as 
they work with community groups and not-for-
profit organizations.

If you’re a parent helping your son or daughter 
apply for school, or a mid-career adult day 
dreaming about going back to school, MAD’s 
emphasis on entrepreneurialism, citizenship and 
community means you don’t have to choose 
between business and your artistic bent. Whether 
you’re a budding painter or emerging writer, with 
solid, affordable training offered right here at our 
local community college, an artistic temperament 
doesn’t necessarily have to mean the life of a 
lonely, starving artist toiling away in obscurity.

 
 
 

MAD offers options for any schedule, from weekly, 
evening drawing courses, part-time certificates 
in web design and interior design, and even a 
full-time three-year diploma in Fine Arts. Want to 
work in the music industry? There is a course for 
that at Durham College. It’s called Music Business 
Administration. Want to turn an obsession with 

gaming into a job one day? Durham College 
offers a course for that too, in its three-year  
Game Development program. 

For full-time students, MAD offers practical, 
hands-on learning in fourteen, full-time diploma 
programs:

•	 Advertising	and	Marketing	Communications	
Management

•	 Animation
•	 Digital	Photography
•	 Digital	Video
•	 Fine	Arts	-	Advanced
•	 Foundations	in	Art	and	Design
•	 Game	Development
•	 Graphic	Design
•	 Internet	Applications	and	Web	Development
•	 Journalism
•	 Multimedia	Design
•	 Music	Business	Administration
•	 Public	Relations

MAD also offers an array of evening courses 
through the school of Continuing Education. 
Continuing Ed. courses are both exciting and 
practical, whether you take courses for personal 
interest or career development. Most of these 
courses can be taken individually, while some 
make up a certificate and have prerequisites. 
Mr. Murphy wants to be clear about the mature 
student thinking about enrolling in a full-time 
program in MAD: you’re more than welcome, 
and are even an asset. “Most years we have 
2-3 over-thirty students in a program. I find they 
bring a lot to a program. They tend to be the most 
engaged in the discussions, the most committed 
to their studies, and tend to have well-formed 
opinions.” 

Whether you want to dabble in drawing 
or jump into graphic design, advertising or 
journalism with both feet, there are many outlets 
for your creativity, right here in Durham through 
Durham College’s School of Media Art and 
Design.

 

Here are some course highlights from the 
Spring-Summer 2012 calendar (see the 
latest course calendar for the latest offerings  

www.durhamcollege.ca/wp-content/uploads/
continuing_education_course_calendar.pdf):

Staging Your Home (DESN 1900)
A general interest workshop that covers many 
aspects of how to stage your home so you and 
your real estate agent can maximize exposure to 
potential purchasers and gain top dollar for your 
home in a quick period of time.  

Introduction to Mac (COMP 1357)
A workshop that teaches an overview of the 
fundamentals of the Mac OSX operating system. 
Students become familiar with the fundamentals 
of the Macintosh Graphical User Interface (the 
Finder), file management, shortcuts and tips for 
becoming a more confident user of the Macintosh.

Evening Courses on campus
These evening courses generally meet once a 
week in a classroom or lab. To register or see 
the latest offerings, see the School of Continuing 
Education web site 

(http://www.durhamcollege.ca/academic-
schools/school-of-continuing-education/)

Adobe Illustrator I (DTP 2351) 
A component of the Graphic Arts and Web 
Design Certificate 

Programs. Using Illustrator Creative Suite 5, 
learn the basics of digital illustration and the most 
common tools of this application as used in the 
industry. Class exercises include creating logos, 
illustration and magazine, brochure and flyer 
package page layouts. If you like working with 
Adobe, you can develop your skills even further. 
The School of Continuing Education also offers 
evening courses in Adobe Illustrator levels II and III

Layout & Design I (DESN 1351)
A component of the Graphic Arts Certificate 
Program, this course aims at encouraging the 
exploration of visual communication concepts 
and design principles allowing you to develop 
expressive ways of solving communication 
problems. Theory of line, pattern, weight, 
colour and form are provided to give you an 
understanding of the structure for design.

Creative Courses Online
Self-directed learning from home on your 
own time is a convenient way to further your 
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artistic skills, and many of these courses start 
year-round. Here is a sampling of some of 
the online MAD courses that are offered 
throughout the year. For more information see  
www.durhamcollege.ca/academic-schools/
school-of-continuing-education/

Drawing Realistic Subjects in 
Coloured Pencil (DRAW 1981)
Students learn to create realistic coloured pencil 
subjects, with step by step demonstrations. Learn 
about layering, burnishing and selecting colours. 

Adobe Indesign Basics (COMP 1288) 
This course covers the fundamental aspects of this 
rising star in the desktop publishing and design 
industry. Topics covered will include: creating 
master pages and single and multiple page 
documents with single and multiple text columns 
of text; importing text from various sources and 
flowing it into linked columns of various shapes 
and sizes; proper kerning/leading and spacing 
of text and combining text with imported photos 
and graphics. 

Writing Short Stories (WRIT 1082)
Writing Short Stories is an introductory course 
for the aspiring story writer which focuses on the 
literary genre. Character development, narrative 
unity and plot construction are explored by 
analyzing selected short stories and participating 
in writing exercises. 

Adobe Photoshop (COMP 1080)
This online course on Adobe Photoshop is your 
opportunity	 to	 learn	 Photoshop	Elements	Version	
4 using Adobe-approved course material. This 
hands-on course will introduce you to loading, 
organizing, editing and sharing photos, repairing 
and retouching photos and adding text and style 
effects to your photos. You’ll learn how to create 
slide shows, calendars and much more.

Writing for the Web (WRIT 1086)
Writing for the Web takes students inside the fast 
moving world of writing on the internet, looking 
at a range of the work assignments and working 
environments they can expect to encounter. On 
successful completion of the course, students will 
have a good grounding in the basics of writing 
for the web as it is currently practiced, including 

writing for emphasis and visual impact, the basics 
of Search Engine Optimized writing, sourcing 
images and video. Students will examine the 
various styles and requirements involved in 
writing for blogs, online magazines, commercial 
websites and social media. Students will use 
create their own blogs and learn how to find 
writing opportunities. 

 

Certificate in Website Creation and 
Design 
Web design skills are always in demand, and 
according to the MAD course calendar, the 
field will only become more professionalized. 
The certificate in Website Creation and Design 
is offered through a mix of evening and online 
instruction, making this certificate accessible to 
someone who is already working but wants to 
upgrade his or her skills to upgrade or change 
careers. The certificate program is made up of 
seven courses. Many of these courses start every 
month, meaning you could finish this program 
in as little as two years. The core courses of 
this program are Design Basics, Dreamweaver 
Introduction, Dynamic Web Sites, HTML 
Introduction and Photoshop I.  Two electives 
round out your training with your choice of 
Dreamweaver Advanced, Flash Introduction, JAVA 
Intermediate, JAVA Introduction and JAVA Script.

Interior Decorating
For those with a flair for design, light and colour, 
Durham College offers a part-time certificate in 
interior decorating. The program is recognized 
by the Canadian Decorators’ Association 
(CDECA) and focuses on residential decorating. 
A trained interior decorator can run his or her 
own business, or work as part of a bigger design 
team in architect’s offices, interior design offices, 
restaurants, hotels, model homes and home 
builder’s décor studios. You could make the shift 
into your new career through part-time evening 
classes. 

Core courses for this certificate are Basic 
Drafting, Colour Theory, Decorating with  Light, 
A History of Furniture, AutoCAD for Interior 

Decorating, Illustration and Presentation, 
Perspective Drawing, Materials and Finishes, 
and Decorating: Beyond the Basics. The program 
winds	up	with	Business	Practices,	offering	some	
practical office skills and training to get your 
decorating business started.

Creative Correspondence Courses 
Durham College’s Correspondence courses start 
monthly. Like online learning, correspondence 
courses allow students to work at their own 
pace with regular feedback from their instructor. 
A certificate through distance education can be 
earned through correspondence, online courses 
or a mix of both. Correspondence students receive 
a study kit couriered to their home. Assignments 
are sent by mail or fax; students consult with their 
instructors by phone. 

Graphic Arts Certificate by 
correspondence
The correspondence version of the Graphic 
Arts program is presented in two stages. The 
Foundation of the program is made up of Adobe 
Illustrator I, Digital Imaging I, (Photoshop), Digital 
Photography and Drawing I. The second level 
features Adobe Illustrator II, Drawing II, InDesign, 
Layout & Design I and Typography I. A third level 
of study comprises Digital Imaging II (Photoshop), 
Layout & Design II and Prepress Production. 

Other creative correspondence courses include 
Website Creation and Design, and Marketing 
Management.

- With files from Durham College 2012-2013 
program calendar

Stephanie Regan is a professional writer who lives in 
Oshawa, and loves school. If she won the lottery, she’d 
go back to school full-time, just for the fun of it.


